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With your support,
we shine!
www.awcancertrust.org.au

OUR MISSION
To raise funds to support
cancer services in the AlburyWodonga region to provide
quality care to patients and
families.

OUR PURPOSE


To actively promote fundraising opportunities in the community including the establishment of
partnership arrangements with appropriate businesses and organisations.



To invest Trust Funds in accordance with accepted government guidelines.



To liaise closely with the governing body of the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre to
ascertain need priorities.



To proactively contribute to improvement in care by providing funds to purchase specialist
equipment and resources.



To stimulate the training of care-based professionals by supporting appropriate development
programs.



To support unique projects for further care, particularly research.



To operate the Trust Fund in accordance with the requirements of the constitution.

WHERE DONATIONS GO
The Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre Trust Fund
will allocate donations to the service area most in need.

Our four priority areas for funding
include:


New life-saving medical
equipment;



Staff training and development;



Cancer research through
clinical trials; and,



Wellness Centre and support
programs.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
At our strategic planning day in February, the Albury Wodonga Regional
Cancer Centre Trust Fund set a “bhag” (big hairy audacious goal) that one
day, no one in our community will have to travel outside the region for
their cancer treatment.
This is certainly a bold vision given that there are so many types of cancer, some of which require very specialised care that has only ever been
available in capital cities. But looking back over the history of the Trust,
and what has been able to be achieved in the field of cancer care in our
region, it gives us hope that this may one day be possible. That, coupled
with the belief that it’s what our community deserves.

Michelle Hensel
Chairperson,
Albury Wodonga
Regional Cancer
Centre Trust Fund

With a tremendous amount of community support, the Trust Fund continued to go from strength to strength in the 2018-2019 financial year. We
raised more than $809,000; an increase of just over $93,000 on the previous 12 months. As well as our extremely generous corporate sponsors
who continue to support the Trust year after year, we were also helped
greatly by a number of passionate groups and individuals who held incredibly successful fundraising events. Some outstanding examples of these
were the Rutherglen Cats’ Cancer Awareness Round ($16,000), Brad and
Kerryn Hayden’s Sara Storer concert ($15,000), Bev Grunow’s dance lessons ($10,000) and Dulcie Stiff and Mary Cardwell’s history book
($10,000).
As a result, we were able to invest heavily in cancer research, new
equipment and the Wellness Centre. We were also able to lay the foundations for significant investment in education and training, and to start building funds to purchase life-saving medical equipment so advanced, that it
hasn’t even been invented yet.
None of this would be possible without the many clubs, community
groups, schools and local businesses who got behind us and worked tirelessly to provide funding and support. Importantly, the community as a
whole is recognising our work and is willing to support our cause. There
are many people and organisations to thank, including:

“ With a tremendous
amount of community
support, the Trust
Fund continued to go
from strength to
strength in the 20182019 financial year.

”

 Albury Wodonga Health;
 Border Medical Oncology;
 Members of the Trust board, who always give of their time generously

without seeking recognition;
 Anne-Marie Humphries for all her work as the Trust Fund secretary;
 Anthony Liston and John Mollison for their work in managing Trust
finances;
 The Bendigo Bank for its ongoing support;
 BDS Huon for the provision of accounting software; and,
 Our wonderful, hard-working staff members.
I also thank my predecessor Grant Luff, who stepped down in April following six years with the board. Grant was one of six founding members,
and served as chairman from 2015 to 2018. His contribution to the Trust
during that time helped make it the wonderful organisation it is today.
We look forward to continuing to work with the community in the coming
financial year. In collaboration with our cancer centre partners, some exciting plans have already started to be laid and we are extremely eager to
see them become reality.

ABOUT US
The Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre Trust Fund was established by the Albury Wodonga Cancer Foundation as the official fundraising arm of the cancer centre.
A high level local board from business, industry and government oversees the Trust Fund. The board is responsible for the good governance
of the Trust Fund which is also supported by a manager, media and
communications coordinator, administration officer, and a team of dedicated volunteers who sit on a fundraising committee.
With tax deductibility and gift recipient status, the board ensures that
donations from individuals and businesses in the community are directed solely to support cancer services in the Albury-Wodonga region.

OUR BOARD
NAME

ORGANISATION

ROLE ON BOARD

Michelle Hensel

Teacher’s aide, Hume Public School

Chairperson

Anne-Marie Humphries

Principal, Huon Financial Planning

Secretary

Anthony Liston

Chief Financial Officer, Hume Transport

Treasurer

John Mollison

Small Business Manager, Bendigo Bank, Albury

Member

Kerry Strauch

Manager, Programs and Sport North East,
The Centre for Continuing Education Wangaratta

Member

Grant Luff

Managing Director, Border Express

Member

Dr Craig Underhill

Medical Oncologist, Border Medical Oncology

Member

Bryan Blake

Director, Cookinburra International

Member

Colleen Gorman

Director, Next Stage Transitions

Member

Ray Snell

Director, Snell Management Services

Member

John Watson

Group Case Manager, The Personnel Group

Member

EX OFFICIO MEMBER
Peter Tobin

ORGANISATION
Treasurer,
Albury Wodonga Cancer Foundation

ROLE
Public Officer

OUR AMBASSADORS
HAYLEY JENSEN
Albury-born country songstress, Hayley Jensen, continued to be a
passionate advocate for our cause, including hosting a birthday fundraiser on social media which raised more than $1400.
Jensen, a former Australian Idol and The Voice contestant, was also
planning to return to Albury in November 2019 to perform as the headline act at the Sunshine Walk Family Fun Day.

RICHARD ROXBURGH
Albury-born and raised actor, Richard Roxburgh, was an Ambassador
for the Trust for a second year, saying that the cause was “invaluable”
to the Border region.
“I totally endorse their work, and hope that they continue to gain much
-needed support, of all kinds, along the way,” the Rake and Moulin
Rouge! actor said.

ARCHIE THOMPSON
Former Socceroo and A-League striker, Archie Thompson, continued
to support the work of the Trust. Thompson, who grew up on the Border and still had family living in Wodonga, said he was proud to be an
Ambassador for such an important cause.
“The centre is doing some amazing work to help those who need it. I
urge everyone to get together and show their support,” he said.

OUR STAFF
NAME

TITLE

RESPONSIBILITIES

Kristy McMahon

Manager



(0.8 FTE)




Sally Evans

Media and Communications
Coordinator
(0.5 FTE)

Sharon Bohun

Administration Officer
(0.5 FTE)










Coordination of Trust Fund events and fundraising
activities.
Increasing community awareness of the Trust Fund
and opportunities to make a donation.
Delivery of the Cancer Pals regional advocate project.
Oversee media and communications activities of the
Trust Fund, including website, social media and the
quarterly Shine newsletter.
Primary point of contact for media enquiries.
Assist with the promotion of events and activities in
support of the Trust Fund.
Provide administration, campaign and event support
for the Trust Fund.
Provide a point of contact for the Cancer Pals community advocate program.
Assist with distribution of information and resources.

HIGHLIGHTS

20182019
Almost

$95,000
invested in

Research
Giving more patients access
to local clinical trials

Other highlights during
the year included:

More than

$151,000
invested in the

Wellness Centre
Providing emotional, spiritual and
psychological support to patients
and carers

More than

$65,000
invested in

New equipment
To better detect and treat
cancer



A grant of $50,000 secured through the Collier Charitable Fund to roll
out our “Cancer Pals” community advocates program in regional
towns in the area.



Sunshine Week, held for a third consecutive year in September, raised more than $37,000 and helped spread the word
about the importance of supporting local cancer services.



Former Deputy Prime Minister, Tim Fischer AC, became a
vocal advocate for our cause, throwing his support behind
Sunshine Week and speaking at our Family Fun Day.



The Trust welcomed a new board member, John Watson.



A Night in White was held for the second time on November
24, raising more than $13,500.



We assisted with the 2019 Lake Hume Cycle Challenge, which
raised $20,000 for the Trust Fund.



Plans were announced for a new Sunshine Walk on November 24, 2019 which would aim to bring people together to raise money and awareness for the Trust Fund.



Continued community support which included significant
donations from ANZ tennis challenge and charity night
($50,000), Berringa community morning tea ($26,000) and
Pink on the Green Border Women’s Classic ($15,427).

OUR VOLUNTEERS
We have a wonderful group of volunteers who
sit on our Fundraising Committee and provide
invaluable support to our Manager in organising
our major fundraising events.
As part of our 2018 Sunshine Week Family
Fun Day, our committee members gave up
countless hours to assist with ideas, promotion,
sourcing raffle prizes, ticket sales and activities,
as well as setting up and packing down.
Similarly, their input was also imperative to the
success of our second A Night In White dinner
party.
In 2019, the committee was busy preparing for
the Sunshine Walk, which was planned for Sunday, November 24.
Without our volunteers, these events, which
are vital in raising money and awareness for our
cause, would not be able to happen.

Our sincere thanks go to committee members:







Jenny Black
Merryn Lodding
Terina Crichton
Colleen Gorman
Amy Liston
Catherine Howard







Carmel McNamara
Gabbi Potter
Donna Pearson
Matt Kean
Lyn Groves

OUR COMMUNITY ADVOCATES
In late 2018, the Trust Fund was successful in
securing a $50,000 grant from the Collier Charitable Fund to roll out the “Cancer Pals” volunteer
community advocate program.
As the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre
services a large geographical area, this program is
aimed at proactively engaging with the communities located within our rural and remote towns.
The grant enabled us to create a part-time administration position to support the implementation of
the Cancer Pals program and become a key contact point for community advocates.

Sharon Bohun commenced in the role in January
2019.
In the 2018-2019 financial year, advocates had
been appointed in Corryong, Henty, Holbrook, Talgarno and Mt Beauty. Plans were being made to host a
community information session in September 2019
with the view of appointing others in Howlong, Jindera, Thurgoona and Myrtleford.
These advocates are vital in spreading the word
about the work of the Trust Fund in our outlying communities. The role of the advocate is to promote fundraising events, identify prominent local business who
may have the capacity to donate to our cause, and to
attend fundraising events periodically as an honoured
guest.

“My wife was treated at the
centre, and this is just something
I can do to give back. Every little
bit helps.”
Henty ‘Cancer Pal’
Kevin Fogarty

OUR MAJOR EVENTS
SUNSHINE WEEK 2018
Our major fundraising campaign, Sunshine
Week, was held for a third consecutive year
from September 15 to 22, 2018.
This year we were privileged to have the
backing of former Deputy Prime Minister, Tim
Fischer, who campaigned the media and wider
community to get involved with Sunshine
Week, and also spoke at our Family Fun Day.
The campaign raised more than $37,000 and
was supported by schools, workplaces, individuals and community groups who hosted 40
fundraising events throughout the region.
The Trust Fund also held a Family Fun Day at
the Kinross Woolshed, which included fireworks, sack races and a performance by popular local duo, Eliza and Zac Spalding. A second
sold-out wine tour to the Rutherglen region was
also held.
Special thanks to McDonalds Wodonga Homemaker Centre and Dysons Group for their
sponsorship of these events.

A NIGHT IN WHITE
A Night in White was held by the Trust Fund
for a second year on November 24, 2018, raising $13,500 and more than double the previous
year.
The night is inspired by the world-famous
event Diner en Blanc, where all guests are
dressed in white for an al fresco dinner party at
a mystery location. It also adopted Diner en
Blanc tradition of BYO food and cutlery, or
guests were given the option of pre-ordering a
gourmet picnic hamper.
About 150 guests met in QEII Square, Albury
and boarded buses before the secret location
was revealed as the Albury Racing Club. The
night included a silent auction and entertainment by popular local duo, Toucan Rock.
Special thanks to Ray White Albury for their
sponsorship of this event.
A third Night in White was being planned for
February 2020, at a new secret location.

KEY PROJECTS
WELLNESS CENTRE
The Wellness Centre continued to expand its
programs and services thanks to ongoing support
from the Trust Fund. This year the Trust invested
$155,800 into the Wellness Centre.
Among the new initiatives was the appointment
of a part-time psychologist to provide a counselling service free of charge to cancer patients and
their carers. In its first 12 months, this service
provided 377 counselling sessions to 130 patients and carers.
A new evidence-based mindfulness program
was also introduced and offered twice a year to
patients and carers.

“You can get very fixated on the illness and the
bad things that happen, so this was good in helping you learn how to focus on other things,” she
said.

Thurgoona’s Pat Meehan completed the eightweek course which she said helped her to become a “much calmer” person in the face of cancer.

Other services available at the Wellness Centre
included oncology massage, an art and relaxation
group, cancer support groups and the Brave
Hearts Wig Library.

CANCER RESEARCH
A new part-time research nurse position was created at the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer
Centre thanks to funds raised through the Great
Murray River Postie Bike Adventure.
Organised by the Horizon Committee, the postie
bike adventure saw about 50 riders unleash their
Honda CT110s on the Alpine region over three
days in February 2019.
A condition of entry was that all riders raise at
least $1000 in donations or sponsorship, with the
total coming to a staggering $65,000.
In consultation with the Horizon Committee, the
money was passed onto the Border Medical Oncology Research Unit to create a new clinical trials
nurse position dedicated to prostate cancer.
The funding came just as the research unit announced that it had been able to secure two new
prostate cancer studies which had the potential to
open trials up to hundreds of new patients.
The Trust also continued to invest in ovarian
cancer research thanks to funds raised through
the Border Ovarian Cancer Awareness Group.
The Trust Fund was looking to increase its investment in cancer research even further in the
2019-2020 financial year.

KEY PROJECTS
NEW EQUIPMENT
The Trust Fund invested $65,700 in new equipment and small projects this financial year.
One of the biggest commitments was $20,000
provided to the Albury Wodonga Cancer Foundation to develop the cBAG. The blue drawstring
bag, filled with comfort items and useful resources, was to be distributed to every person
newly diagnosed with cancer in our region. About
1500 of the bags were expected to be distributed
free of charge within the first year, and were designed to be like a “community hug” for anyone
starting their cancer journey.
Urgent funding of $18,400 was also provided to
the Border Medical Oncology Research Unit for a
new ultra-low medical freezer to store blood and
serum samples for clinical trials. The unit’s previous freezer was 12 years old and became unable
to maintain the required temperature.
“The ultra-low freezer keeps blood and serum
samples at minus 80 degrees until they are
shipped world-wide for testing and further research,” Research Team Manager, Jacqui
McBurnie said.

“Without it we wouldn’t be able to participate in
the clinical trials that we do.”
Other projects included:




Almost $17,000 was invested in a new bioimpedence spectroscopy to enable the
early detection of lymphoedema; and,
Funding of $14,100 provided by the Albury
Wodonga Prostate Cancer Support Group
was used to purchase a new high-tech
scanner used to check bladder function
following prostate cancer treatment.

NURSE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
The Trust Fund launched a new nurse scholarship program to help strengthen the pool of specially trained staff at the Albury Wodonga Regional
Cancer Centre.
Scholarships of up to $10,000 per year were offered to nursing staff wishing to complete post
graduate degrees in oncology, and therefore enhance the treatment and care offered to our patients and their families.
Two successful applicants were approved, allowing cancer care coordinator and research nurse
Nicole Webb to undertake a Master of Cancer Science, and clinical nurse specialist Tamara Quigley
to complete a Masters in Nursing Practice.
This program was later funded by the Berringa
Community Morning Tea, held at Talgarno in May
2019, which raised more than $26,000.
The event was held for a third consecutive year
at Jim and Julie de Hennin’s property and was attended by about 450 people.
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DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
SHINE SUPPORTERS ($15,000 and above)
Our sincere thanks to everyone for their generosity and
support. You are helping
make a genuine difference
to families in our community
impacted by cancer.

Border Express
Border Ovarian Cancer Awareness Group
Commercial Club Albury
Hume Transport
Joss Group
Rivalea Australia
Rotary Club of Bellbridge-Lake Hume
SS&A Albury
Twin City Truck Centre
Xypex Australia
Zauner Group

MAJOR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
($10,000 and above)
Albury Wodonga Prostate Cancer Support
Group
ANZ
Berringa Community Morning Tea
Bev Grunow dance group
Brad & Kerryn Hayden’s Sara Storer concert
Collier Charitable Fund

Linda Mars
McDonalds (NGI Holdings)
Neil Bright photo exhibition
Pink on the Green Border Women’s Golf
Classic
Rutherglen Football Netball Club
Shave for Hayden

SPARKLE AND SHIMMER SUPPORTERS ($5000 and above)
Delaney family
Hehirs Transport
Hamblin Hire

Norske Skog
Snell Management Services
Westmont Aged Care

SIGNIFICANT DONORS ($500 and above)
Albury Tigers Club
Albury Wodonga Motorcycle Enthusiasts Club
Albury Wodonga Prostate Cancer Support Group
Allison Bowman
Andrew Aitken
Anglican Parish of North Albury
ANZ homeloan incentive program
Ariel Arnott
Belvoir Special School
Betty Burkitt
Bob Kilo funeral donations
Borambil Merino Stud
Brian McKenzie funeral donations
Bright Country Golf Club
Chiltern Cancer Cruise
Chiltern Senior Citizens
Chiltern Tourism and Development Inc
Colin Campbell funeral donations
Corowa Ladies Golf Pink Ladies Day
David Guy
David Lowing
Delaney family
Donation in memory of Allen McDonald

Dulcie Stiff and Mary Cardwell
East Albury IGA
Edna Wilson
Friends of Rhonda Sinclair
Jaguar Car Club of Victoria
Jenny Horne
Jenny Lewis
Karen Denham’s Mawson’s Vision
Kevin Fogarty
Hamblin Hire
Hendrina Spierings funeral donations
Henty Lutheran Guild
Howlong Girls Night Out
Howlong Op Shop
In the Market community group
Jack’s Rags
JC Butko Engineering
John Oswald
Judith and Paul Charlton
J Wood
Kiewa Sandy Creek Netball Club
Kiewa-Tangambalanga Lions Club
Lavington Lions Club

DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
SIGNIFICANT DONORS ($500 and above)
Leonie Hibberson’s Holbrook music bingo
Lions Club of Myrtleford
Lions Club of Wangaratta
Malcolm and Mirella McKinnon open garden
Mars Petcare
Maureen Clifford in honour of Neil Bright
Merv Keller funeral donations
Michael and Dorothy McGuinness
Minis on the Murray Car Club
Murray Gardens Estate residents
Myrtleford Carols in the Piazza
Natt Cross Get Styled fashion show
Newmarket Hotel
North Eastern 60 & Over Bowlers Group
O’Hallarans Garage
Peter and Margaret Smith
Ray White Albury
Riverina District Bowling Association
Robert Pavic
Roy Wilson funeral donations
Russell Hogg
Rutherglen High School
Robert Cabion
Roslyn Bowditch
Sonya Sauervein
South Albury Truck Repairs
St Anne’s Primary School
St Patrick’s Junior School
St Paul’s Lutheran

St Matthew’s Church
Susanne Spagnolo funeral donations
TABCORP Editor’s Challenge
The Naval Association of Australia (Border subsection)
Twin City Stomp
UPA Murray Vale Retirement Village
Village Life social club
Wangaratta Lions Club
Wangaratta Men’s Shed
Wayne Lamb’s Cans for Cancer
Xavier High School
Yarn & Feed fundraiser

CONTACT
Phone: (02) 6064 1538
Email: info@awcancertrust.org.au
Website: awcancertrust.org.au

