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With your support,
we shine!
www.awcancertrust.org.au

OUR MISSION
To raise funds to support
cancer services in the AlburyWodonga region to provide
quality care to patients and
families.

OUR PURPOSE


To actively support and promote fundraising opportunities in our local communities and engage
with local businesses and organisations to obtain sponsorship of the Albury Wodonga Regional
Cancer Centre.



To work closely with key stakeholders of the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre to
provide funding support for their identified needs and priorities.



To proactively contribute to improvement in cancer care by providing funds to purchase
specialist equipment and resources.



To encourage the training of care-based professionals by supporting ongoing professional
development and training programs.



To help local cancer patients access leading treatment options through participation in clinical
trials.



To invest Trust funds in accordance with accepted government guidelines.



To operate the Trust Fund in accordance with the requirements of the constitution.

WHERE DONATIONS GO
The Albury Wodonga Regional
Cancer Centre Trust Fund will
allocate donations to the areas most
in need.

Our four key priority areas for funding are:



New life-saving medical equipment;



Staff training and development;



Cancer research; and,



Wellness Centre and support programs.

CHAIR’S REPORT
Despite challenges faced by our region this financial year, the Albury
Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre Trust Fund continued to build on its
fundraising efforts and investment in local cancer services.
Thanks to the incredible generosity of our community, we were able to
raise a record $1.49 million, up by almost $200,000 on the previous
record-breaking year. A large part of that success was two fundraising
events held over one weekend in November, 2020.
The first was Terry’s Big Bearded Ball Drop, inspired by Markwood
cancer patient, Terry Greaves, and run by a passionate group of his
family and friends. Recruiting a total of 81 “bearded” ambassadors, the
event raised more than $170,000 through a golf ball drop held in Benalla
on November 21.
The following day, on November 22, we held our own major fundraiser,
the Sunshine Walk, as a virtual event for the first time because of COVID
-19. Despite not being able to gather together as a community, our
walkers and their supporters still managed to raise an incredible
$214,000.

Michelle Hensel
Chair,
Albury Wodonga
Regional Cancer
Centre Trust Fund

Throughout the year, we were amazed at how our community came up
with different ways to support the cancer centre despite the pandemic.
Some examples of these included a virtual run, row or ski challenge, 24hour bike ride, Christmas light display and a limited release wine.
We were also incredibly grateful for the ongoing support of our
corporate sponsors during these challenging times. It is through these
long-term partnerships that we are able to make ongoing commitments to
vital programs such as research and the Wellness Centre.
Similarly, we were fortunate to have the support of many groups and
individuals who made generous donations throughout the year to help us
continue to invest in all four key priority areas of the Trust Fund.

“ Throughout the year,
we were amazed at
how our community
came up with different
ways to support the
cancer centre despite
the COVID-19
pandemic.

”

This included a $90,000 investment in various pieces of equipment
which will assist with prevention, recovery and patient safety. We were
also able to increase funding in research, not only in local clinical trials,
but also into a project aimed at improving supportive care to patients and
their families.
Our investment in the Wellness Centre increased to almost $300,000,
allowing more patients and carers to get the psychological and emotional
support they need in addition to their cancer treatment
We also helped fund more staff training and development, which had to
be adapted to meet COVID safety requirements, to ensure staff were
kept up to date with the latest technology and best practice.
All of this is helping us to achieve our goal of seeing more people
receive their cancer care close to home and their support networks.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank members of the Trust
board, our Cancer Pals and Fundraising Committee volunteers, and our
staff for all they have done for our cause over the past 12 months.
A huge thanks to everyone who supported us in 2020-2021, and we
look forward to your continued commitment to be able to achieve even
more amazing things together in the future.

ABOUT US
The Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre Trust Fund was
established by the Albury Wodonga Cancer Foundation as the official
fundraising arm of the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre.
A high level local board from business, industry and government
oversees the Trust Fund. The board is responsible for the good
governance of the Trust Fund, which is also supported by a manager,
media and communications coordinator, administration officer, and a
team of dedicated volunteers who sit on a fundraising committee and
represent the Trust as Cancer Pals in our local communities.
With tax deductibility and gift recipient status, the board ensures that
donations from individuals and businesses in the community are used
solely to support cancer services in the Albury-Wodonga region.

OUR BOARD
NAME

ORGANISATION

ROLE ON BOARD

Michelle Hensel

Teacher’s aide, Hume Public School

Chairperson

Anne-Marie Humphries

Director, Huon Financial Planning

Secretary

Anthony Liston

Chief Financial Officer, Hume Transport

Treasurer

John Mollison

Retired Bank Manager

Member

Kerry Strauch

Manager, Programs and Sport North East,
The Centre for Continuing Education Wangaratta

Member

Dr Craig Underhill

Medical Oncologist, Border Medical Oncology

Member

Bryan Blake

Director, Cookinburra International

Member

Colleen Gorman

Director, Next Stage Transitions

Member

John Watson

Councillor, City of Wodonga

Member

Di Thomas

Freelance Communications Advisor

Member

David Baker

Group General Sales Manager, Baker Motors

Member

Renea Maskell

Bookkeeper, RJ Sanderson & Associates

Member

EX OFFICIO MEMBER
Peter Tobin

Treasurer, Albury Wodonga Cancer Foundation

OUR AMBASSADORS
HAYLEY JENSEN
Albury-born country songstress, Hayley Jensen, supported the Sunshine Walk for a second year in a row, this time completing a 10km
walk and posting photos and a video to our social media pages.
Jensen, a former Australian Idol and The Voice contestant, said it
“meant the world” to her to be able to support the Trust and help raise
much-needed funds for the local community.

RICHARD ROXBURGH
Albury-born and raised actor, Richard Roxburgh, was an Ambassador
for the Trust for a fourth year, saying that the cause was “invaluable” to
the Border region.
“I totally endorse their work, and hope that they continue to gain much
-needed support, of all kinds, along the way,” the Rake and Moulin
Rouge! actor said.

ARCHIE THOMPSON
Former Socceroo and A-League striker, Archie Thompson, continued
to support the work of the Trust. Thompson, who grew up on the Border and still had family living in Wodonga, said he was proud to be an
Ambassador for such an important cause.
“The centre is doing some amazing work to help those who need it. I
urge everyone to get together and show their support,” he said.

OUR STAFF
NAME

TITLE

RESPONSIBILITIES

Kristy McMahon
(ceased
employment in
July 2021)

Manager



(0.8 FTE)




Sally Evans

Media and Communications
Coordinator
(0.5 FTE)

Vicki O’Gorman

Administration Officer
(0.8 FTE)









Coordination of Trust Fund events and fundraising
activities.
Increasing community awareness of the Trust Fund
and opportunities to make a donation.
Delivery of the Cancer Pals regional advocate project.
Oversee media and communications activities of the
Trust Fund, including website, social media and the
quarterly Shine newsletter.
Primary point of contact for media enquiries.
Assist with the promotion of events and activities in
support of the Trust Fund.
Provide administration, campaign and event support
for the Trust Fund.
Provide a point of contact for the Cancer Pals
community advocate program.
Assist with distribution of information and resources.

HIGHLIGHTS 2020-2021

Almost

$300,000
invested in the
More than

Wellness Centre
Providing emotional, spiritual and
psychological support to patients
and carers

$140,000
invested in

Research

Almost

Giving more patients access
to local clinical trials

$90,000
invested in

New equipment
To better detect and treat
cancer

Other highlights included:


The second annual Sunshine Walk, held
virtually on Sunday, November 22, saw more
than 600 participants raise about $214,000.



We assisted with Terry’s Big Bearded Ball Drop
which attracted 81 “bearded” ambassadors and
raised $174,500.



Almost $40,000 was invested in skin grafting
equipment to help with scarring and recovery
after melanoma and skin cancer surgery.





Cancer Centre to assess breast cancer patients
at risk of developing lymphoedema.


A new donation kiosk was installed in the
cancer centre foyer, making it easier for people
to make donations.



We invested $27,500 in a new clinical trial
program aimed at finding the best treatment for
rare, advanced cancers.

We provided $6630 for two digital thermal
scanners at the entrances of the Albury
Wodonga Cancer Centre and Albury Hospital to
help protect patients, carers and staff during
the COVID-19 pandemic.



We provided $24,000 for a patient monitoring
system to be installed in the Albury Wodonga
Regional Cancer Centre inpatient ward to
monitor patient movement and rapidly detect
falls.

We launched an “in-memory” website, where
families can create an online tribute page for
people to leave messages, share memories
and make a donation.



Continued community support which included
significant donations from the Sunshine Ride
($36,600), Pub2Pub Run Albury with the Albury
Wodonga Prostate Cancer Support Group
($22,000), Who Wants To Be A Millionaire with
special guest Lauren Jackson ($16,000),
Cofield Wines ($15,000) and the Border
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Group with
Community Crew Albury ($15,000).



A $20,000 investment was made into a worldfirst project that uses photos to learn about a
patient’s identity and environment.



A new $20,000 bio impedance machine was
purchased for the Albury Wodonga Regional

OUR VOLUNTEERS
COMMUNITY ADVOCATES
From Jindera to Mt Beauty, and Myrtleford to
Henty, the Trust Fund has outstanding
community advocates, known as Cancer Pals,
based in towns throughout the region.
The Cancer Pals program continued to build on
volunteer community advocates who help
support the work of the Trust Fund in their
hometowns.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, their
assistance was invaluable in reaching out to our
outlying regions when travel was restricted.
All of our Cancer Pals are passionate about
improving cancer services for their local
community.
As the cancer centre services a regional area of
almost 300,000 people, these volunteers are vital
in serving as a link between the Trust Fund and
their communities.
The role of the advocate is to promote fundraising events, identify prominent local business
who may have the capacity to donate to our
cause, and to attend fundraising events
periodically as an honoured guest.
Our sincere thanks go to Cancer Pals:










Albury - John Oswald, Liezl Cutler, Bree
Cross
Corryong - Richard Hubbard
Henty - Kevin Fogarty
Holbrook - Rick Murphy
Howlong - Regan Lions
Jindera - Pat Hayes
Markwood - Terry and Heather Greaves
Mt Beauty - Jeanie Farrington
Talgarno - Julie de Hennin

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
We have a wonderful group of volunteers who
sit on our Fundraising Committee and provide
invaluable support with organising events.
The committee was unable to meet in person
throughout this financial year, but remained in
regular contact through online forums.
Our volunteers play a huge part in promoting
our major fundraising event, the Sunshine Walk,
and spreading the word about our cause.

Our sincere thanks go to committee members:









Amy Liston
Carmel McNamara
Catherine Howard
Chris Way
Colleen Gorman
Donna Pearson
Erin Newton
Gabbi Potter










Helen Georgiou
Jenny Black
Jess Merbach
Lyn Groves
Matt Kean
Merryn Lodding
Teighan Lieschke
Terina Crichton

MAJOR FUNDRAISERS
VIRTUAL SUNSHINE WALK 2020

Our major fundraising campaign, the
Sunshine Walk, was held for a second
consecutive year on November 22.
The walk featuring five, 10 and 20km
distances was due to start and finish at Albury’s
Noreuil Park, but because of the COVID-19
pandemic, was changed to an online format.
The new Virtual Sunshine Walk was a huge
success, with 50 teams comprising more than
600 participants helping to raise $214,000 for
our cause.
Although our community wasn’t able to come
together in person, people still gathered in
small groups of friends and family, and
completed their selected distance at a location
of their choice.

Our yellow Sunshine Walk shirts, which were
distributed free to everyone who registered,
could be seen right across the region and as far
away as Tumbarumba, Cairns, and the Gold
Coast.
Walkers connected online through the
Sunshine Walk website and our social media
channels on Facebook and Instagram.

Although disappointed we couldn’t hold the event
as planned, Trust Fund Chair Michelle Hensel said
there was still a great atmosphere and a fantastic
sense of community spirit.
Event Ambassadors were Matt Langbine, who
was treated at the cancer centre for a myxoid
sarcoma in 2019, and his wife Jorja, as well breast
cancer survivor Rox McNamara and her husband
David.
Challenge Cups were awarded to:







Friends and Family Team Cup - Team KBC
Plumbing ($20,498);
Corporate Cup - Rivalea ($16,183);
Town Cup - Hearts of Howlong ($14,143);
School Cup - St Augustine’s Primary
School ($8047); and,
Individual Cup - Marie Orr ($7346).

The walk was sponsored by Healthfocus
Physiotherapy, Dutch Media, Vision
Screenprinting, 2AY, Dyson’s and McDonalds
Wodonga Homemaker Centre.
Plans were announced to hold a third Sunshine
Walk on Sunday, November 7, 2021.

MAJOR FUNDRAISERS
TERRY’S BIG BEARDED BALL DROP

In just under three months, an army of “bearded”

ambassadors from across the region managed to
raise $174,500 as part of Terry’s Big Bearded Ball
Drop.
Launched on September 1, the ball drop saw 81
ambassadors sign up to grow a beard, or wear a
fake one, to rally support for the cancer centre in
their communities.
The event was inspired by Terry Greaves, of
Markwood, who was diagnosed with metastatic
melanoma in January 2020, and given just six
months to live.
But following treatment in Melbourne and at the
Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre, Mr
Greaves’ life expectancy was increased to two to
five years.

Mr Dore said not only did the campaign raise
significant funds for the cancer centre, but it was
also successful in connecting the many
communities that it serves.
“We decided the COVID situation was either going
to make it incredibly difficult to fundraise, or be an
incredible opportunity where everyone is at home,
on social media and could come together online to
make a meaningful contribution to an important
cause,” he said.
“COVID left a lot of people feeling helpless, but
this was a way for them to do something that really
mattered.
“We thought the idea had merit, and it’s been
shown to be the case.”

“I can’t speak highly enough about the care and
support I have received from everyone involved in
my treatment,” he said.

The organising committee hoped the concept of
the bearded ball drop to raise funds for the cancer
centre would be taken up by other communities in
years to come.

A key driver behind the campaign was Mr
Greaves’ long-time friend, Rob Dore, who was
supported by a committee of 15 of Mr Greaves’
close family and friends.

After the ball drop, Mr Greaves and his wife,
Heather, continued to work with the Trust Fund as
volunteer Cancer Pals for the Markwood, Milawa
and Wangaratta region.

KEY PROJECTS
NEW EQUIPMENT
The Trust Fund was proud to invest almost
$90,000 in new equipment in the 2020-2021
financial year.
The largest of these investments was almost
$40,000 for new skin grafting equipment to help
with scarring and recovery after the removal of
melanoma and skin cancers.

Previously larger skin cancer removal often had
to be performed in a larger speciality plastic
surgery unit in a metropolitan area.
The new equipment, including an electric
dermatome kit and skin graft mesher, was
expected to benefit at least 65 patients per year,
with the opportunity to expand the service in the
future.
Another significant investment for the Trust Fund
was $24,000 for a patient monitoring system to be
installed in 12 rooms and ensuites in the Border
Cancer Hospital.
The early detection system monitors patient
movement and rapidly detect falls, providing both
patient safety and peace of mind for carers, family
and health professionals.
A further $20,000 was also invested in a new
device at the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer
Centre that detects early stages of lymphoedema.
The bio impedance machine is used to assess
breast cancer patients who are at risk of
developing lymphoedema, which involves the
build-up of fluid and swelling of the limbs, and is a
common side-effect of some cancer treatments.
This was expected to be used on at least five
breast cancer patients each week.

A smaller investment of $6630 was made for two
digital thermal scanners at the entrances of the
cancer centre and Albury Hospital to help protect
patients, carers and staff during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Another grant of $2000 was also provided for a
head worn microscope to be used by the Albury
Wodonga Health speech pathology unit to assess
patients who have undergone a laryngectomy.

Other investments included four Ipads and
software for head and neck cancer patients to use
as communication tools at both Albury and
Wodonga hospitals, and 10 tube feeding pump
stands that patients can loan for use at home.

KEY PROJECTS
RESEARCH

The Trust Fund again increased its funding in
research at the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer
Centre this financial year.
Almost $100,000 was provided to the Border
Medical Oncology Research Unit as part of an
ongoing commitment to fund a clinical trials nurse
four days a week.
This ensured the unit was able to continue
recruiting regional and rural patients to locally-run
clinical trials. During the 2020-2021 financial year,
there were 86 trials at the cancer centre involving
160 patients.
A further $27,500 was invested in a new clinical
trial program aimed at finding the best treatment
for rare, advanced cancer.

La Trobe University John Richards Centre for Rural
Ageing Research aimed at improving supportive care
for cancer patients over 70.

The Molecular Screening and Therapeutics
(MoST) program is overseen by Australia’s
Genomic Cancer Medicine Centre, Omico, and
hoped to recruit 50 patients from the region with
metastatic cancer.

The Geriatric Oncology in the Instagram Era project
uses photos to learn about a patient’s identity and
environment to help tailor a care management plan
that best suits their individual needs.

The program would conduct molecular testing
on their previously removed and stored tumours,
with the aim of providing more targeted treatment
and intervention.
The Trust Fund also provided a $20,000 grant to
a joint project by the BMO research unit and the

Oncologist, Dr Christopher Steer, believes this type
of geriatric assessment has never been done in
oncology before.
“Photos have become a really easy way of
communicating, and we want to use that as a way of
getting to know our patients better and enhancing
their supportive care,” he said.

KEY PROJECTS
WELLNESS CENTRE
The Wellness Centre continued to expand its
services and programs with ongoing support of
the Trust Fund.
This financial year, the Trust increased its
investment in Wellness Centre programs and
services by $50,000, to almost $300,000.
With the ongoing pandemic limiting visitors to
the Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre, the
Wellness Centre found new ways of connecting
with and supporting cancer patients and their
families.
Mindfulness, exercise classes and some support
groups were offered both online and in-person
when restrictions allowed, which provided greater
access to people in our outlying regions.
Vouchers for oncology massage and
physiotherapy were also made available to
patients and carers to access in their own
communities, with providers sourced in AlburyWodonga, Wangaratta, Deniliquin and Echuca.
Wellness Centre Coordinator Ben Engel said
outreach services were important for many
patients and carers of the cancer centre who
travel for treatment from outlying regions.

“I think it’s also important that those patients and
carers feel like they’re being looked after and
considered, because they know these services
are available and it’s shouldn’t just assumed that
they’re going to come to Albury for everything.”
Demand continued to be high for the centre’s
psycho-oncology services, which were already at
capacity but surged by almost 40 per cent during
the pandemic.

“The Wellness Centre is much more than what
we can offer within these four walls,” he said.

When they couldn’t be done in person,
counselling sessions were provided by phone and
Healthdirect video calls.

“It can be such an effort for some people to get
in here and they really want to do be able to do
these things, but just can’t necessarily do them in
person.

At the end of the financial year, there were plans
in place to introduce yoga and a new exercise
program for patients recovering from treatment.

KEY PROJECTS
STAFF EDUCATION AND TRAINING

The oncology education program had to be
delivered differently at the Albury Wodonga
Regional Cancer Centre this financial year as a
result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Rather than hosting educators onsite, classes
were moved online and local level education
sessions were offered to staff during their lunch
breaks.
Topics included haematology training through
the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre, melanoma
management, nutrition and cancer care, teletrials and having difficult conversations.
Scholarships valued at $2500 were also
provided to two cancer centre staff to further
develop their skills in delivering best care to
patients.
Ashleigh Amalfi, who works as a senior
pharmacy technician at Ramsay Pharmacy,
commenced a Bachelor of Pharmacy, while
enrolled nurse Belinda Collins became a
Bachelor of Nursing student.
Funding was also provided to allow pharmacist,
Jasmine Gillingham, to attend a specialist
cytotoxic compounding course while exercise
physiologist, Kirsten Kay, completed a course in

exercise for cancer patients undergoing treatment.
Other investments included more than $9000 for
simulation and training devices, including Little
Annie CPR dolls, and $6000 for online library
resources and texts for staff.
The Trust Fund has committed $300,000 over
three years to the education program, which was
launched at the cancer centre in September 2019.
The program offers professional development,
training and scholarship opportunities for both staff
working within the centre, as well as those caring for
patients out in their own communities.
Albury Wodonga Health Operational Manager,
Cancer Services, Kate Everitt, said a committee
appointed to oversee the oncology education
program was grateful for the ongoing financial
support for the education and training of staff.
“Initiatives such as the education program support
the identification of Albury Wodonga Regional
Cancer Centre as an employer of choice, assists
with staffing recruitment and retention, and staff fully
appreciate and value the efforts of the Trust Fund …
in making this opportunity available to improve the
specialist oncology care that is delivered in this
region,” she said.

DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
SHINE SUPPORTERS ($15,000 and above)
Border Express
Commercial Club Albury
Davis Sanders Homes
Joss Group
Petfocus Vetcare
Rivalea Australia
SS&A Albury
Twin City Truck Centre
Xypex Australia
Zauner Group

Our sincere thanks to
everyone for their generosity
and support. Your
contribution is making a
genuine difference to
families in our region
impacted by cancer.

MAJOR INDIVIDUAL DONORS
($10,000 and above)
Albury Wodonga Prostate Cancer Support
Group
Border Ovarian Cancer Awareness Group
Cofield Wines
Community Crew Albury
Horne Family Trust

James Banner estate
Linda Mars
Pub2Pub Run Albury
Sunshine Ride
Terry’s Big Bearded Ball Drop

SPARKLE AND SHIMMER SUPPORTERS ($5000 and above)
Baker Motors
Delaney family
Hehir’s Transport

Huon Financial Planning
Snell Management Services
Westmont Aged Care

SIGNIFICANT DONORS ($500 and above)
Andrew Schweiger in memory of Geoff Kershaw
Alastair Herbert
Alex and Paul McSwiney
Albury Poultry Club
Albury Wodonga Southern Vale Homes Border
Bandits
Albury Wodonga Motorcycle Enthusiasts Club
Alessi Mazda Community Drive Program
Alwyn “Sarge” Davis funeral donations
April Smithers funeral donations
Allison Bowman in memory of Greg Bowman
Andrew Aitken
Ariel Arnott
Betty Burkitt’s hand-knitted toys
BMG Partners
Bridge Road Brewers
Bruce and Kathy Barnes
Bruce Christensen

Bruce Gibbens
Carolyn Beer in memory of Andrew Beer
Cents for Cancer
Claire Beer’s 100km in May fundraiser
CM and MM Fischer
Corowa Cricket Club Ladies on the Lawn
Corowa Old Time Dancing Group
Daniel Salmon
DH Nominees
Digby Jacobs
Doodle Cooma Trading Centre
Edna Wilson
Flower Macklan
Frances Luxon
Helen Hamilton
Henty Pink Ladies
Holbrook Women’s Bowling Club
Holy Spirit School Year 6 fundraiser

DONORS AND SUPPORTERS
SIGNIFICANT DONORS ($500 and above)
Ingrid Haslam
Irene Shackleford
Jack’s Rags
Jamie Van Der Zalm
Jennifer Lewis
Jess Broadhead, Moonlight Lotus
Joe and Jill Wooding
John and Sharon Waldron, Cans for Cancer
John Mason
Kevin Allitt’s Christmas light display
Kiltearn House
Len and Michelle Hamson
Lions Club of Holbrook
Liston family giving
M and D McGuinness
Maree and Gary Jackson
Marjorie Murphy
Mawson’s Vision
McDonald’s suns sales
Minis on the Murray Car Club
Murray High School fundraiser
Murray Goulburn Co-Op Social Club
Myer Centrepoint

Myrtleford Lions Club
Myrtleford Mission
Northern Eastern 60 and Over Bowlers Club
Oaklands RSL Bowling Club
Peter Crawford
R and C Andrews
Rhonda Keller in memory of husband Merv
Rosalie Treanor in memory of Geoffrey Treanor
Rosalyn Boditch
Ross and Paula Briggs
Russell Sanderson
Sam Wortmann
Sarah and Lauren’s headshave fundraiser
Sonya Sauervein in memory of Didier Sauervein
South Albury Truck Centre
Sue Moyle and Wes Somerville headshave
fundraiser
St Paul’s College Year 11 fundraiser
St Paul’s Lutheran Guild
The Shed Company Albury Wodonga
Wayne Lamb Cans for Cancer
Who Wants To Be A Millionaire, Channel 9 (with
Lauren Jackson)

CONTACT
Phone: (02) 6064 1538
Email: info@awcancertrust.org.au
Website: awcancertrust.org.au

